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As of 2010, there were about 1 billion Hindus around the world, representing 15% of the global
population. The number of Hindus around the world is projected to rise to nearly 1.4 billion in 2050.
This increase will roughly keep pace with overall population growth. As a result, Hindus will remain fairly
stable as a share of the world’s population over the next four decades, at about 15% in both 2010 and
2050.

Hindus are expected to remain very heavily concentrated in the Asia-Pacific region, where 99% lived in
2010 and a similar proportion is projected to reside in 2050. North America’s share of the world’s Hindu
population is expected to grow from about 0.2% in 2010 to 0.4% in 2050. Very slight increases also are
expected in the percentages of the world’s Hindus living in Europe and the Middle East-North Africa
region. Slight decreases are forecast for sub-Saharan Africa and Latin America and the Caribbean. 

Major traditions within Hinduism include Vaishnavism, which is devoted to worship of the god Vishnu,
and Shaivism, organized around worship of the god Shiva. Because of a lack of census or survey data
on subgroups of Hindus in most countries, however, reliable estimates of the global size of various
Hindu traditions are not available.

Explore population characteristics of Hindus using Topics & Questions or the Data Explorer.

For more please visit www.globalreligiousfutures.org
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